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Volunteer Canada would like to acknowledge the Indigenous Peoples of all the 
lands that we each occupy across the country.

While we meet on a virtual platform, we would like to take a moment to 
acknowledge the importance of the lands, which we each call home. Volunteer 
Canada does this as part of reaffirming our commitment and responsibility in 
improving relationships between nations, and to improving our own 
understanding of local indigenous peoples and their cultures.

From coast to coast to coast, we acknowledge the ancestral and unceded 
territory of all the Inuit, Métis, and First Nations peoples.
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Vision – Involved Canadians. 
Resilient Communities. A Vibrant 
Canada.

Mission – Volunteer Canada provides 
national leadership and expertise on 
volunteerism to enhance the 
participation, quality and diversity of 
volunteer experiences.
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Today’s objectives
• Explore our individual and collective journey towards Truth and 

Reconciliation

• Introduce informative and practical resources to support individuals 

and organizations starting or continuing their journey

• Share concrete steps and activities that have been undertaken by 

others

• Encourage reflection and discussion on the topic
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Alison Stevens (she/her/elle) 

Alison lives, works and volunteers in Tiohtià:ke
(Montréal), situated in the traditional territory of 
the Kanien’kehà:ka people. She is a connector, 
community builder and facilitator, a professional 
with over 25 years of experience in the non-profit 
sector, specializing in organizational development, 
volunteerism and community development.

While serving as the Specialist, Volunteer Centres 
& Volunteer Engagement, Alison was part of a 
working group that produced the resource 
Journey towards Truth and Reconciliation.  

Mary Catherine Williams (she/her)

Mary Catherine works with United Way British 
Columbia where she helps community agencies 
receive support and funding to care for vulnerable 
people across Vancouver Island. She respectfully 
acknowledges that she lives, works, and volunteers 
in the unceded, traditional territory of the 
Laichwiltach People also known as Campbell River, 
BC. Mary Catherine has worked in the volunteer 

sector and collaborated with Volunteer BC and 
Volunteer Canada on a number of current issues in 
the volunteer sector including diversity and 
reconciliation. Mary Catherine is a settler of English, 
Irish and German descent and her husband is 
Interior Salish and Metis/Cree. 
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Dorothee Birker

Dorothee is the Communications & 
Development Manager for KCR 
Community Resources, a multi-service 
agency serving what is colonially 
known as the Okanagan Valley in BC's 
Interior. She is grateful to make her 
home in the ancestral, traditional and 
unceded territory of the Syilx 
people. Dorothee is passionately and 
actively trying to create more just and 
inclusive communities through 
facilitating programs like KCR’s 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
programs and being part of the 
development team of the Disruptive 
Leadership program.

Thalia Neebe (she/they) 

Thalia is the project assistant for 
the Decolonial Toolbox, a 
collaborative project between 
Concordia University's Office of 
Community Engagement, The 
Montreal Indigenous Community 
Network (RESEAU), and Mikana. A 
settler originally from the so-called 
U.S., and a recent graduate of 
McGill University, they now call 
Tio'tiá:ke home and are passionate 
about environmental justice, anti-
colonial organizing, and food 
sovereignty.

Geneviève Sioui
With Wendat and Québécois 
roots, Geneviève’s expertise in 
relationship-building between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples is deeply informed by 
her personal and professional 
experiences. Geneviève worked 
as Concordia University’s first 
Indigenous community 
engagement coordinator for 5 
years before recently taking on 
the role of senior coordinator for 
the Office of Community 
Engagement.
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Poll:
Where are You on Your Journey towards Truth and 
Reconciliation?

14% Beginning to feel comfortable about it

16% Definitely on my way

13% Don't know how to get started

3% Have not started yet

45% Have taken a few steps

9% Thinking about it

Source: Webinar Registration Form
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This is a 
journey 

of the 
heart.
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“We are mindful that knowing the truth about what 
happened in residential schools in and of itself does 
not necessarily lead to reconciliation. Yet, the 
importance of truth telling in its own right should 
not be underestimated; it restores the human 
dignity of victims of violence and calls governments 
and citizens to account. Without truth, justice is not 
served, healing cannot happen, and there can be no 
genuine reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal peoples in Canada.” 

Honoring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future – Summary of the 
Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation of Canada Page 12
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“My view is that 
reconciliation is a way 
of life and requires 
work everyday. 
Reconciliation is 
getting to know one 
another.”

Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada
June 26, 2021
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“Reconciliation is 
not an Aboriginal 
problem – it 
involves all of us.” 

“We have 
described for you a 
mountain; we have 
shown you the path 
to the top. We call 
upon you to do the 
climbing.”

Chief Justice Murray Sinclair 

Former Senator, Chair of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission
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“Reconciliation includes anyone with an open heart and an open mind, who is 

willing to look to the future in a new way. Let us find a way to belong to this 

time and place together. Our future, and the well-being of all our children, 

rests with the kind of relationships we build today.”

Chief Robert Joseph, Ambassador for Reconciliation Canada at the Walk for Reconciliation
September 22, 2013
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This Resource was created by Volunteer 
Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Working 
Group over two years of meeting and learning 
together and released in early 2022. 

The links in this resource are meant to help 
individuals and organizations explore various 
issues and ideas related to the history of Canada 
vis-à-vis Indigenous Peoples, and the impact of 
colonization, residential schools and racism.

The beautiful art work for this resource was 
created by Joshua Taylor-Detlor who is an Urban 
Indigenous Youth of Tyendinaga Mowhawk
ancestry. 
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Ideas 
for organizations and individuals . . .
• Choose a path for your own learning, no matter where you are now in this journey of 

understanding.

• Develop a territory acknowledgement and begin to use it when you host meetings or in 
correspondence. (Learn more about territory acknowledgement and ask for help if 
unsure.)

• Create a book club to read and discuss Indigenous literature, movies, etc.

• Attend Indigenous events, celebrations, art shows, etc.

• Make room in budgets for an appropriate honorarium for Elders and Knowledge Keepers 
who can share their wisdom.

• Develop a working group in your organization and build policies and procedures that 
reflect the intentions of reconciliation. How is your organization welcoming and safe for 
Indigenous staff, clients and visitors.
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Journey to 

Truth & Reconciliation 

Volunteer Canada Presentation 
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The Land We Live On

https://native-land.ca/

https://native-land.ca/
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What have we been 
doing?

Truth & Reconciliation

- Personal Level

- Organizational Level

- Community & Society Level

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Disruptive Leadership
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What’s Next?

• Multi-level

• Multi-Layered

• Ongoing

• Continuum

• Change
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Volunteer Canada T&R Resources

https://volunteer.ca > Resources > Truth and Reconciliation

Decolonial Toolbox: Educational Pathway

https://www.concordia.ca/decolonialtoolbox

(Select English or French versions)

Resources and Links
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Stay Informed. Stay Connected

Follow us on Social Media @VolunteerCanada

Become a Member

volunteer.ca/membership

Subscribe to Volunteer Vibe

blog.volunteer.ca  
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